[image: image1.jpg]United
Way 4



Press Release

Date:
July 13, 2010
To:
Steele County Media

From:
Evelina Giobbe, Executive Director, United Way of Steele County

Re:
United Way Announces 2010 Corporate Campaign Leader

Photo:
Federated Insurance -  [L to R -Front Row] Anna Marie Brick, Tammi Ferch, Julie Rethemeier, Director of Public Affairs, Karen Spielman, [L to R: Back Row] Denise Kenow, Harlan Moret, First Vice President, and Jeff Fetters, President-CEO
Federated to Lead 2010 United Way Campaign in Steele County

United Way of Steele County announced today that Federated Insurance will serve as the 2010 United Way Corporate Campaign Leader.

“It is truly an honor to partner with the United Way of Steele County as this year’s Corporate Campaign Leader,” said Federated President-CEO Jeff Fetters. “Our business is all about helping clients during a time of need. Part of our mission statement reads ‘…we will enhance the well-being of our policyowners, employees, and the society we serve.’ I strongly believe this is why our employees fully embrace the annual United Way giving campaign. They see firsthand the importance of reaching out and helping those in need, especially the neighbors in our own community.”

The Federated Corporate Campaign Leadership Team includes Harlan Moret, First Vice President, Julie Rethemeier, Director of Public Affairs, and Federated Corporate Campaign Chairs Anna Marie Brick, Tammi Ferch, Karen Spielman, and Denise Kenow.

Federated is the fifth local company to lead the United Way campaign. Wells Fargo Bank started the tradition in 2006 followed by Owatonna Clinic, Wenger Corporation, and Viracon in subsequent years.

“We are very fortunate to have Federated Insurance as our 2010 Corporate Campaign Leader,” said Evelina Giobbe, United Way of Steele County Executive Director. “Federated exemplifies community leadership, corporate citizenship, and civic responsibility. We are especially grateful to have the opportunity to work with the talented group of professionals on the Federated Leadership Team. With their guidance and support, I have no doubt that we will have a successful campaign this year.”
This year’s campaign goal is $750,000. Funds will support 26 programs which give children a healthy start in life, families the tools they need to thrive, and seniors the support they deserve to live with purpose and dignity. Programs operated by trusted, local nonprofit organizations include: Advocates for Developmental Disabilities, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Southern Minnesota, the Boys & Girls Club of Blooming Prairie, Boy Scouts Gamehaven Council, Catholic Charities, Cedar Valley Services, Centro Campesino, Children’s Remedial Fund, Exchange Club Center for Family Unity, Gillette Mobile Outreach Clinic, Healthy Seniors Program of Steele County, Parent Provider Connection, South Central Human Relations Center, Southern Minnesota Regional Legal Services, the Steele County Crisis Resource Center, Food Shelf, Clothesline, and Transitional Housing programs. 

“We ask each member of the community to join us in the important task of raising funds, but, more importantly, raising hope for those in need,” said Fetters. “One person alone cannot make the difference, but, as a community collaborating together, we can achieve great things.”  

The mission of the United Way of Steele County is to change lives by mobilizing and optimizing the caring power of our community. In the last five years alone, United Way of Steele County has raised more than $4 million to address local health and human service needs.

For more information about how you can join thousands of people in our community who participate in the annual United Way campaign, go to http://unitedwaysteelecounty.org or call 507-455-1180.
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